
Aqueduct  A manmade channel used for 

delivering water to Roman towns 

Barbarian A term used used by the Romans 

to refer to people who lived out-

side the Roman Empire  

Century A division of the Roman army 

made up of 80 soldiers and led by 

a centurion  

Consul The highest position in the Roman 

government 

Emperor  The leader of an empire  

Forum  The centre of a town used for 

markets and meetings 

Gladiator A person who fought for the en-

tertainment of Roman audiences  

Legion The main unit of the Roman army  

Senate A group of prestigious men who 

advised the consuls 

English Place Names with 

Roman Roots 

Verulamium (St Albans) 

Lindum (Lincoln) 

Eboracum (York) 

Camulodunum (Colchester) 

Calleva (Silchester) 

Isca (Exeter) 

Venta (Winchester) 

Ratae (Leicester) 

Glevum (Gloucester) 

Every town with a name ending in 

'chester' or 'caster' or ' cester' was 

once a Roman town e.g.  

Doncaster, Dorchester and  

Cirencester. 

Roman Influence in Britain Today 
LanguageThe language we used today was developed from the Romans. 
The Romans spoke and wrote in Latin and many of our words are based on Latin 
words. 
The CalendarDid you know that the calendar we use today is more than 
2,000 years old? It was started by Julius Caesar, a Roman ruler. The names of 
our months are taken from the names of Roman gods and rulers. The month 
'July,' in fact, is named after Julius Caesar himself! 
Laws and a legal systemThe laws and ways we determine what to do 
with someone who is accused of breaking a law came originally from the Roman 
Empire. 
The CensusThe Roman Empire was huge and included millions of people 

living over a large area. How did they keep track of all these people? Easy! They 

counted them! The Roman Empire began the practice of taking a census, or a 

'count,' of all the people within its boundaries every so often. Today, many coun-

tries like ours take a census every 10 years. 

Romans also gave us Towns (only villages before they arrived!) Central Heating, 

Straight Roads (some still in use today!) and Concrete 

Woolsery Primary School 

Knowledge Organiser 

History: 

Roman Britain 

Boudicca: 

Queen of the  

Iceni Tribe 

She led a revolt 

against the  

Romans in AD61 


