
Minutes of the virtual governors meeting held on Thursday 11th June 2020 at 7.30pm

Item Action

1.11.6.2020 Attendance:
Tracy Buckley, Ben Trevor, Siobhan Brennan, Sarah
Broom, Di Bennett, Matt Cole, and  Sue Kersey
Also in attendance: Sue Miles attended as clerk
Apologies: Kathryn Bass - working

2.11.6.2020 The meeting today was called to discuss the
withdrawal by the DfE of the wider opening
schools to Yrs 2,3,4 &5.  There is still no further
guidance from the DfE or DCC today, and the
ratification of the amended Risk Assessment.
On Tuesday, we would’ve had the capacity to admit
further year groups into school, however, the
situation has changed with a rise in numbers in all
year groups already in school.  Siobhan and Tracy
were sent a copy of the new risk assessment
(number 4).
There will now be a soft split of Burscott and
Kennerland (for yrs 5 & 6).  It will be a gradual
process next week so as not to unsettle the
children..
Ashmansworthy class will open with Year 6 children
and the year 5 children who are in Kennerland (key
worker provision).
Burscott Class - the children who would be moving
to Stroxworthy Class in September will go into the
library bubble for lessons, however, they will still
meet up with Burscott Bubble for lunches and
playtime, so as not to unsettle the children.
From the 22nd June we will have 5 bubbles working.
Physical spaces are already there, and signs will be
amended accordingly.
With existing bookings so far numbers for the 22nd
June are:
Sunflowers 13 (3 vacancies as can operate 2x8)
Burscott      7 (vacancies for 8 more)
Stroxworthy 6 (vacancies for 9)
Kennerland 13 (vacancies for 2 Key worker children)
Ashmansworthy 10 (vacancies for 5)

The vulnerable position is in Ashmansworthy as
bubble cannot go beyond 15, and there are
potentially more children than that who could want
to come in. Matt does not want to remove the Year 5
children from Ashmansworthy as there are some of
our most vulnerable children in there, and they have
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been moved around quite a lot since we opened our
Key worker provision in March.
Toilet facilities will alter:
Burscott Bubble will have 1 cubicle and sink in girls
toilets
Stroxworthy will have 1 cubicle and sink in girls
toilets.
Kennerland will continue to use boys cubicles.
Ashmansworthy and preschool have their own
toilets.
Playground wise:
Ashmansworthy Car Park
Main playground has been split into 2 so that:
Kennerland by Climbing wall
Stroxworthy playground by PE shed
Burscott will have Cranford Play area
Matt asked Tracy for the results of her questionnaire
sent to teaching staff.
All staff wanted to be back with their children.
Feeling is that they are letting some of their children
down by not being able to have them in school. Matt
will make sure that they are all ok.  There is a daily
staff briefing at 4.15pm, which governors are
welcome to join if they would like to.  The link is via
the school calendar.

The staff meeting on Tuesday of this week was very
informative.  Staff were concerned at how we could
bring more year groups into school, given the
guidelines from the DfE, and how would we be able
to prioritise this fairly.
The only real flexibility is to increase the key worker
provision by closing the doors between Alminstone
and Stroxworthy Classes, and Cathy take 10
children and Kirst take 10 children.  The decision is
not to advertise this as it will give us scope to admit
more vulnerable children if we need to.

Q.Di
Are you obliged to take all Yr 6 children, and are
parents aware that not all of them will be able to
attend?
Matt: The letter of the law is if we run out of
capacity, we need to prioritise keeping the younger
children and Key worker children in school, and
reduce Yr 6 numbers to accommodate this.
Devon LA are obliged to help us if at all possible,
and Matt will contact Dawn Stabb, and find out if
there is any help available.  Current understanding
is if we run out of capacity then we cannot admit
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anymore children.
Di. It’s how we manage the angst and let parents
know that we only have 5 place left for Yr 6.  Matt
said that he knows of several children in year 6
whose parents have said a definite no to them
returning.

Q.Siobhan
Has there been any information about the children
returning in September, as yesterday Downing
Street were airing the possibility of reducing the 2m
rule to 1m?
Matt said his understanding is that there will be no
reduction in the 2m rule, and that there’d been an
announcement today that schools would not be
opening to Key Worker children in the Summer
holidays.  He said at the moment he is trying not to
think about September, as it will mean marquees on
the field or perhaps a satellite classroom in the
village hall.

Q. Siobhan
How are the staff getting on with providing intimate
care?
We only have 1 child in preschool in nappies at the
moment and they are only attending the morning
sessions.  We have a 2yr old coming into
Sunflowers next week, but they do not wear
nappies.  PPE has now arrived in school, and staff
know that if they need to provide intimate care it
must be worn.

Q. Di
What is happening about the remote learning for the
children not in school?
Teachers are using remote learning, such as BBC
Bitesize, in class, therefore teaching the children at
home as well.  Some of the children have
disengaged with the remote learning, so it is trying
to find something else to keep them engaged.  It is
very hard for them as they are lacking the human
interaction with school, and they are tiring easily as
they don’t have the same “downtime” as they do
when they are in school.  We have a duty to provide
education, by law, and that is what we will continue
to do.  Parents and children have coped really well
with the homeschooling, but it has gone on for a
long time.  The Government has an understanding
that this is going to take a long time to get over.
Q. Di
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Can the children join in remote learning with the
class?
Yes, google meet is set up for all classes, and
children at home can join in with the children at
school.  Matt is holding a “virtual” whole school
assembly every Friday morning, and children at
school and at home can all join in.  He presents
“virtual” headteacher awards, and all the children
can join in the singing.  Parents have responded
very positively to this, and said their children really
enjoyed seeing their friends and teachers.

Sarah Broom said that very often, after the class
meet with the teacher, children will stay and chat
with each other. It is really lovely to see.

Matt said the only time he can remember anything
like what we are going through now, was during the
foot and mouth epidemic, but thankfully our IT
provision has greatly improved since then.

SENCO children are doing well at home, which is
lovely to see.

This is going to remain as the status quo now until
the end of term, as even if we got told we had to
admit more children we couldn’t because of the limit
of 15 children per bubble.
Nationally something has got to happen to get all
children back into and learning in September,
otherwise there will be huge mental health issues
and educationally a vast crisis.

Q. Di How are the children coping that are back in
school?
The children are really happy to be back, and loving
learning.  They are very resilient and have coped
really well with the social distancing measures put in
place.

Ben proposed acceptance of the amended risk
assessment, 2nd by Tracy, all in agreement.

Governors asked Matt to pass on their thanks and
appreciation for all their hard work, in what has been
unprecedented circumstances.
Certainly a term that won’t be forgotten in a hurry.
Meeting closed at 8.30pm
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